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Croxton Abbey, Leicestershire 

A most valuable record of the foundations of this Premonstratensian 
abbey was sent by Sir A. W. Clapham, C.B.E., to our Member, Albert 
Herbert, many months ago and is now preserved with the Society's 
Archives. It is based on a survey made for the late Duke of Rutland 
after his excavations there of about 1926. 

To prevent the possibility of the information given on this unique 
document being lost, a copy was made and a line block prepared, prints 
of which we have pleasure in inserting in the present Transactions, by 
permission of Sir Alfred Clapham. 

Until the site was explored circa 1926 no remains appeared above 
the surface of the ground and the faithfully measured and plotted drawings 
not only constitute a most valuable record, but are an example of how 
such recording should be documented. 

We would refer members who are interested in the site of this abbey 
to a paper by Sir Alfred delivered before and later published by the 
Society of Antiquaries of London in Arch(Eologia, wherein a series of 
English Premonstratensian Abbeys are described and illustrated by plans. 
At the time of this publication, however, the plans of Croxton were not yet 
available and our Society is fortunate in being the first to circulate copies 
to its members. 

We append beneath, with acknowledgments to Sir Alfred, his notes 
on this foundation : -
" . . . . Croxton was founded about rr50 and the first buildings are said to 
have been completed in rr62. In 1326 the church, cloister and other 
buildings were destroyed by fire. In Bishop Redman's visitation of 1500 

It is mentioned that the Abbot had built and repaired the church 
and the Lady Chapel. A fairly complete ground-plan has been 
recovered and, though the story is somewhat complicated by the con
version of the frater into a house after the dissolution, the main lines of the 
development of the building are recoverable. The early church had 
apparently an aisleless nave of which the foundations of the south wall 
appear under the later arcade; the line of the transepts is indicated by the 
surviving portion of the early darter which crosses the east end of the frater. 
The original north-east buttress of the presbytery apparently also survives 
incorporated in the walls of the later extension. Probably in the thir
teenth century the buildings were much enlarged, the cloister being 
extended over the site of the early east range and north transept, a new 
transept built further east, the presbytery extended, and the south aisle 
added. This alteration of the cloister also necessitated the building of 
a new darter on the west of the cloister. Repairs after the fire of 1326 
probably account for the re-building of the western part of the nave 
arcade in two bays instead of three, and the reconstruction of the piers of 
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the east arcade of the north transept. Late in the fifteenth century the 
east end of the presbytery was rebuilt and perhaps again extended, the 
south chapel (probably the Lady chapel) rebuilt and the curious chapel 
south of the nave added; the rebuilding probably then extended to the 
south aisle and had reached to the last bay but one from the west when 
operations were interrupted by the Dissolution, leaving the work in the 
unfinished state revealed by the excavations. The total internal length 
of the church, in its final form, was 209½ feet. A MS. of r443-4 preserved 
at Belvoir gives the dedications of the various altars as St. Mary, St. 
John, St. Katherine, Holy Cross, Trinity, and the Great Altar. With 
regard to the domestic buildings little need be said; . . . . but the Cloister 
at Croxton also provides one of the very rare instances in this country of 
the lavatory projecting into the cloister; this lavatory is rectangular, 
unlike the majority of other examples which were either polygonal or 
round and the other buildings present no unusual features. 

The fragmentary foundations north of the early east range probably 
represent the early rere-dorter, which was no doubt pulled down in the 
thirteenth-century alterations. A large block to the north of the main 
buildings is probably only in part mediaeval, and the piers and responds 
in the north-eastern part are re-used material . . . . " 

ALBERT HERBERT 


